36               ART AND  MORALITY

High art and high morality are closely
akin, because they are both but an eager
following of the law of beauty; but the artist
follows it in visible and tangible things, and
the moralist follows it in the conduct and
relations of life. Artists and moralists must
be for ever condemned to misunderstand
each other, because the votary of any art
cannot help feeling that it is the one thing
worth doing in the world; and the artist
whose soul is set upon fine hues and forms
thinks that conduct must take care of itself,
and that it is a tiresome business to analyse
and formulate it; while the moralist who
loves the beauty of virtue passionately, will
think of the artist as a child who plays with
his toys, and lets the real emotions of life go
streaming past

This is a subject upon which it is as well
to hear the Greeks, because the Greeks were
of all people who ever lived the most
absorbingly interested in the problems of
life, and judged everything by a standard
of beauty. The Jews, of course, at least
in their early history, had the same fiery
interest in questions of conduct; but it
would be as absurd to deny to Plato an
interest in morals as to withhold the title